
Instructions for the Completion of PCRM Edmonton Frozen Samples Receiving 
Consents 

 

An important part of the process for transferring eggs, sperm or embryos from one fertility centre to 
another is ensuring that the appropriate consents are signed.  This protects you from the release and 
transport of your samples without your consent and ensures that the correct disposition instructions are 
documented for the receiving fertility centre.   

There are different consents depending upon the type of sample to be transported.  If you have more 
than one type of sample stored (i.e. embryos and sperm), different consents need to be signed for each 
type of sample. 

To initiate the transport of the samples, you will need to contact the originating fertility centre to sign 
their sample release consents.   In order for PCRM Edmonton to receive the samples, the appropriate 
receiving consent can be printed from the website and completed.  This consent can be faxed (780-990-
4443 attn: H.Harris) or sent electronically (hharris@pacificfertility.ca) to PCRM Edmonton so that 
shipping arrangements can be initiated.  The original of the consent can then be dropped off at the 
PCRM Edmonton reception desk or mailed to us.  We must have the original of the consent on file at 
PCRM Edmonton.  Contact information for the consents is located at the end of this document. 

Completion instructions for each of the four different types of PCRM Edmonton receiving consents 
(patient sperm, donor sperm, eggs and embryo) are as follows: 

 

Consent for Transportation of Patient Sperm/Semen to the Pacific Centre for Reproductive Medicine – 
Edmonton 

This consent must be completed by the male partner because the frozen sperm is his and he has 
complete jurisdiction over the sperm sample and what happens to it. 

The first portion of the consent must be completed with the clinic name where the sample are currently 
being stored, the male partner’s name and the number of straws or vials to be transported.  If you do 
not remember the number of straws/vials, you can complete with the word “All” and all of the samples 
in storage will be transported. 

Section #1 deals with the disposition instructions for the sperm samples in the unlikely event of the 
death of the male partner.  The male partner can direct that the sperm samples be transferred to the 
other partner (please complete the partner information if this option is chosen) or discarded.  Please 
“check” for the chosen option and the male partner must initial where it indicates “patient initial”. 

Section #2 provides instructions to PCRM Edmonton should you separate or divorce.  It is very important 
that you notify us if you do separate or divorce from your partner as this will prevent any previous 
consents for use of the sperm in treatment from remaining valid.  You can opt to store the sperm for 
your own future use or have it discarded if you feel that you will no longer require the samples for any 
future treatment. 



The consent may now be signed and dated.  “Dated at” refers to the location in which you are signing 
the consent (i.e. Edmonton, Leduc, etc.) and the witness is to ensure that the signature is witnessed as 
being yours.  The witness must sign at the same time that you are signing the consent.  This witness can 
be your partner, a family member, a colleague or, if you would like the consent to remain confidential, 
someone at PCRM Edmonton. 

 

Consent for the Transportation of Cryopreserved Donor Sperm to the Pacific Centre for Reproductive 
Medicine – Edmonton 

This consent must be completed by the donor sperm owner.  Health Canada has very strict rules 
regarding donor sperm chain of custody and therefore define the “owner” as the person or person(s) 
who will be the recipient of the donor sperm either through direct insemination or via embryos created 
in IVF treatment.  In the case of a female couple who are both listed as owners, both partners must 
initial and sign in each designated spot. 

The first portion of the consent must be completed with the clinic name where the sample are currently 
being stored, the owner’s name and the number of straws or vials to be transported.  If you do not 
remember the number of straws/vials, you can complete with the word “All” and all of the samples in 
storage will be transported. 

Section #1 deals with the disposition instructions for the sperm samples in the unlikely event of the 
death of the donor sperm owner.  The owner can direct that the sperm samples be transferred to the 
other partner (please complete the partner information if this option is chosen) or discarded.  Please 
“check” for the chosen option and the donor sperm owner(s) must initial where it indicates “patient 
initial”. 

Section #2 provides instructions to PCRM Edmonton should you separate or divorce.  It is very important 
that you notify us if you do separate or divorce from your partner as this will prevent any previous 
consents for use of the sperm in treatment from remaining valid.  You can opt to store the sperm for 
your own future use or have it discarded if you feel that you will no longer require the samples for any 
future treatment. 

The consent may now be signed and dated.  “Dated at” refers to the location in which you are signing 
the consent (i.e. Edmonton, Leduc, etc.) and the witness is to ensure that the signature is witnessed as 
being yours.  The witness must sign at the same time that you are signing the consent.  This witness can 
be your partner, a family member, a colleague or, if you would like the consent to remain confidential, 
someone at PCRM Edmonton. 

 

Consent for the Transfer of Embryos to the Pacific Centre for Reproductive Medicine – Edmonton 

This consent must be completed by both partners because the embryos belong equally to both.  The 
first portion of the consent must be completed with the clinic name where the embryos are currently 
being stored, both partner’s names and the number of embryos to be transported.  If you do not 
remember the number of embryos, you can complete with the word “All” and all of the samples in 



storage will be transported.  In the case of a patient who is single, the consent may be completed by 
writing “N/A” in the areas where a partner name, initial or signature is required throughout the consent. 

Section #1 deals with the disposition instructions for the embryos in the unlikely event of the death of 
one partner.  The couple can direct that the embryos be transferred to the other partner, donated for 
training or research, donated to another patient/couple or discarded.  Please “check” for the chosen 
single option and both partners must initial where it indicates “patient initial”. 

Section #2 outlines your wishes for the stored embryos should the very unlikely event of the death of 
both partners.  Please select one of the two options and both partners must initial the chosen option.  
Donation to another patient/couple is not an option in this section because this option requires further 
consent that would not be obtainable in this situation. 

Section #3 provides instructions to PCRM Edmonton should you separate or divorce.  It is very important 
that you notify us if you do separate or divorce as this will prevent any previous consents for use of the 
embryos in treatment from remaining valid.  Unless other explicit legal consent is obtained (i.e. direction 
in a divorce settlement etc.) the only two options in the event of separation or divorce are the donation 
of the embryos for training/research or for discard.  Please select one of the two options and both 
partners must initial the chosen option. 

Section #4 PCRM Edmonton does not perform transfer of frozen embryos to the female partner if she is 
over the age of 50.  This section provides for the disposition instructions for the embryos should the 
female partner now be older than this age. 

Once all of these sections have been completed, the consent may now be signed and dated.  “Dated at” 
refers to the location in which you are signing the consent (i.e. Edmonton, Leduc, etc.) and the witness is 
to ensure that the signature is witnessed as being yours and your partners.  The witness must sign at the 
same time that you are signing the consent.  This witness can be a family member, a friend, a colleague 
or, if you would like the consent to remain confidential, someone at PCRM Edmonton. 

 

Consent for the Transfer of Vitrified/Cryopreserved Oocytes to the Pacific Centre for Reproductive 
Medicine – Edmonton 

This consent must be completed by the female partner because she has complete jurisdiction over her 
own eggs and their disposition.  If the eggs are frozen donor eggs and owned by a couple, then both 
partners must sign or initial in the spaces indicated. 

The first portion of the consent must be completed with the clinic name where the eggs are currently 
being stored, the female partner’s name and the number of eggs to be transported.  If you do not 
remember the number of eggs, you can complete with the word “All” and all of the samples in storage 
will be transported. 

Section #1 deals with the disposition instructions for the eggs in the unlikely event of the death of the 
female partner.  The female partner can direct that the eggs be transferred to the other partner, 
donated for training/research, donated to another patient or discarded.  Please “check” for the chosen 
option and the female partner (unless co-owned donor eggs as indicated above) must initial where it 
indicates “patient initial”. 



Section #2 provides instructions to PCRM Edmonton should you separate or divorce.  It is very important 
that you notify us if you do separate or divorce from your partner as this will prevent any previous 
consents for use of the eggs in treatment with your partner from remaining valid.   

Section #3 PCRM Edmonton does not perform transfer embryos to the female partner if she is over the 
age of 50.  This section provides for the disposition instructions for the eggs should the female partner 
now be older than this age and the eggs cannot be used to create embryos. 

The consent may now be signed and dated.  “Dated at” refers to the location in which you are signing 
the consent (i.e. Edmonton, Leduc, etc.) and the witness is to ensure that the signature is witnessed as 
being yours.  The witness must sign at the same time that you are signing the consent.  This witness can 
be your partner, a family member, a colleague or, if you would like the consent to remain confidential, 
someone at PCRM Edmonton. 

 

 

 

 


